Recent advances in the management of lung and breast cancer. Future directions.
Since mortality from breast cancer remains unacceptably high, hopes for future treatment depend, in large part, on the development of pharmacologic interventions based on an increased understanding of the biology of cancer. A fruitful area of exploration may be that of antisense RNAs which may inhibit the expression of a given growth factor or a given cellular product. It is also possible that an antisense RNA can be developed that will inhibit the production of proteins responsible for drug resistance. Another potential approach is the use of the Her-2-Neu oncogene cell membrane protein target for monoclonal antibody radioimmunoconjugates for therapy. Finally, since low-fat, reduced-calorie diets are considered an important part of preventive programs, the use of artificial fats may also make a significant difference in changing life-style habits.